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L*A*uenir de la Science, already mentioned, which made its appearance in the spring of the next year.
Renan had expected that the revision of this book would take very little time, for he had determined to change nothing, only to correct the proofs, amend inadvertencies, and here and there improve the style. He had reckoned, however, without his host, and most of his leisure during the winter of 1889-90 was given to it. The Preface, which of course alone belongs to the period of his life at which we have now arrived, is written in that rather discouraged tone which I have noticed in speaking of his translation of Ecclesiastes, but is curious and interesting, though not one of his more valuable essays.
When the Avenir de la Science had appeared, it was the third volume of the Histoire du Peuple d* Israel which took its place on his library table. Volume II. had been published in 1889.
The third volume was published before the end of 1890, and a letter early in January of 1891 spoke of the slow advance of the fourth volume, and of a work on the French Rabbis of the fourth century, intended to form part of the Literary History of France which had